
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Acadia Parish Police Jury 
 
 
 

The Acadia Parish Police Jury expended public funds to improve a road on private 
property in Egan, La.  The cost of the work is estimated at $2,800.   
 
 
Background 
 
 

 
 
The President of the Acadia Parish Police Jury is Claude J. Courville.  The roadwork was 
performed in District 2, represented by Catherine R. LaCombe.  Mr. Courville and Ms. 
LaCombe will leave office effective January, 2004.  Robert Bergeaux is the parish road 
manager and directed the work be performed. 
 
In 1952, Louisiana Irrigation and Mill Company donated to Acadia Parish a right-of-way, 
approximately .56 of a mile in length, for a public road.  The right-of-way is located 
south of the Abbott and Duson Canal and runs northwest adjacent to the company’s 
property line.  Sometime between 1952 and 1970, a dirt road was created on the right-of-
way.  At the end of this road, a private road approximately three tenths of a mile in length 
was created providing access to a pump station.  This private road runs southwest 
crossing property currently owned by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gueno and ends on property 
owned by Elder & Elder Enterprises. 
 
In 1982, consulting engineers, Aucoin and Associates, Inc. conducted a survey of parish 
roads.  The survey appears to include the entire length of the road as a parish road.  
However, the official parish road map, adopted in 1982, does not include the road in 
question.  The map does include a road north of the Abbott and Duson Canal having 
similar orientation to the road in question.  It is not clear whether the survey for the road 
describes the road in question or the road on the north side of the canal because of similar 
road turns and end points.   
 
There is disagreement regarding whether the parish maintained the public portion of the 
road prior to this year.  However, Mr. Bergeaux acknowledges no maintenance was 
performed between 1996 and 2000, due to a gate blocking access.  The parish had not 
maintained the portion of the road crossing private property until this year and no record 
could be found indicating this section of the road had been donated to the parish.  
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In 2003, the Acadia Parish Police Jury removed the gate and improved the road, 
including the portion on private property.       
 
 
Work on Private Property 
 
 
 
In March, 2000, S. Thomas Elder, President of Elder & Elder Enterprises, began 
corresponding with Ms. LaCombe regarding the road in question.  Mr. Elder inquired 
about the ownership of the road and was advised by Mr. Bergeaux the road was owned 
by the parish.  Mr. Elder later advised the parish the road was not in very good condition 
and questioned why a gate was blocking access to the road.   
 
Mr. Bergeaux obtained a gate key from the farmer who installed the gate and sent it to 
Mr. Elder.  According to Mr. Bergeaux, he instructed the farmer the gate had to remain 
open. 
 
In about April, 2003, the parish began improving the road all the way to the Elder 
property.  The parish estimated the total job cost about $8,000.   The cost of work 
performed on the private road is proportionately estimated at $2,800 based on total road 
length. 
 
According to Ms. LaCombe, when Mr. Elder inquired about the road she questioned Mr. 
Bergeaux and was told the road was public.  She stated Mr. Bergeaux told her the parish 
had maintained the road in the past.  She said based on Mr. Bergeaux’s comments and the 
1982 engineers’ survey designating the road as public, she believed the road to be public.  
She stated Mr. Bergeaux did not need approval from the jurors and she did not direct him 
to begin the work.      
 
According to Mr. Bergeaux, he understood the entire length of the road had been 
maintained by the parish and considered it a public road.  He stated he relied on the 
engineers’ survey designating the road as public and believes the report is referring to the 
road in question. 
 
 
Conclusions: 
 
 

1. The three tenths of a mile section of road crossing property owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Gueno is private and the work performed on the road by the Acadia Parish 
Police Jury was improper. 
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2. Prior to beginning work on the road, the Acadia Parish Police Jury did not 
reconcile the conflict between the 1982 engineers survey designating the road as 
public and the official parish road map adopted by the jurors in 1982 which did 
not. 

 
3. The .56 of a mile section of road donated in 1952 appears to be public. 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 

1. The Acadia Parish Police Jury should discontinue all work on the private section 
of road. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 


