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Consequences for former Alcohol and Tobacco
Control commissioner Murphy Painter: An editorial
Published: Tuesday, May 29, 2012, 7:45 AM

More than a year ago, Murphy Painter, the former commissioner of Alcohol and Tobacco Control,
was accused by state Inspector General Stephen Street's office of using law enforcement
databases to snoop on private citizens.

That report was issued months after Mr. Painter left his job in 2010,
amid accusations of stalking and sexually harassing a former assistant.
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Former head of
Louisiana's State Office of
Alcohol and Tobacco
Control Murphy Painter is
accused of illegally
accessing personal
records of various
individuals.
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But it wasn't until last week that the consequences of his alleged
snooping hit home. Mr. Painter was indicted Wednesday by a federal
grand jury in Baton Rouge on charges of computer fraud, making false
statements and identity theft, according to assistant U.S. Attorney
Walter Green.

Mr. Green said the former alcohol commissioner made false statements
to the FBI to gain information on people from the National Crime
Information Center and also gained unauthorized access to the Louisiana
Law Enforcement Telecommunications System.

According to the inspector general's report, Mr. Painter made more than
1,150 improper inquires about public officials and private citizens between February 2005 and
August 2010. Most of the information he sought was about women, the report pointed out. Some
of the alleged targets were prominent, including Sen. David Vitter's wife, Wendy Vitter.

The Louisiana State Police twice admonished Mr. Painter's agency about improper use of the
system -- in 2001 and 2008, and he said he would correct the problems. But according to the
inspector general's report he was defiant within the agency.

Mr. Painter is entitled to the presumption of innocence. But these are serious charges, and they
warrant a vigorous response.

"Mr. Painter repeatedly used the law enforcement power of his office to invade the privacy of
innocent citizens who had committed no crime and were not under investigation,'' Mr. Street said
in a joint statement with the U.S. attorney. "In several instances that we identified, Mr. Painter
physically went to the homes of these people and conducted covert surveillance upon them and
their neighbors.''

The behavior described in the statement, and in the inspector general's report, would be disturbing
on the part of anyone, but it's especially unnerving in a public official whose office included law
enforcement powers.
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2 Weeks Ago Reply

SaintTruth

It's hard to get rid of useless departments like the one Painter headed...governors
love to hand out political patronage and that department is one that is bought and
paid for...and has been forever. This guy may be the most narrow minded person
every appointed to any patronage position by any governor in the history of the
state...and that's a bunch.

2 Weeks Ago Reply

Bard of Avon..dale

Fusion Centers, supposedly set up to make information easier to access by
networking all law enforcement databases, has been used by various people in law
enforcement, to commit crimes against unsuspecting citizens. Set up to catch
terrorists, none have been caught. Instead, the information has become a tool for
criminals, as the above story points out. Another case of government showing it's
lack of respect for the general public.

2 Weeks Ago Reply

mlp2

Why do we have the Alcohol and Tobacco Control Commission. Why can't the law
enforcement responsibilities of this agency and the budget that goes with it be
turned over to the State Police?

2 Weeks Ago Reply

blackskin

What a EXPLETIVE freak!
 
I hope he gets a bad lawyer and doesn't get off on probation.
 

Oh_Really?

"Mr. Green said the former alcohol commissioner made false statements to the FBI
to gain information on people from the National Crime Information Center and also
gained unauthorized access to the Louisiana Law Enforcement Telecommunications
System."
 
 
The mere fact that these agencies would have files on these citizens is pretty scary
stuff and especially so when it is further pointed out that......
 
 
""Mr. Painter repeatedly used the law enforcement power of his office to invade the
privacy of innocent citizens who had committed no crime and were not under
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2 Weeks Ago Reply

investigation,''

2 Weeks Ago Reply

dickey3

This just goes to show that their are any number of folks, in prominent positions of
responsibility and who participate in the daily adventure of life who are both evil and
nuts.
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