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Abolishing the state inspector general's office would be a step backward for Louisiana, and that's
why the Senate Finance Committee must restore funding that was eliminated by the House.
Gov. Bobby Jindal signed the law that made the inspector general an independent agency back in
2008, at the urging of Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans and other groups. He needs to show
that he continues to support this important facet of reform by putting his clout behind efforts to
amend House Bill 1 and restore the $1.7 million that the House cut.

Killing this office would be a mistake, and legislators haven't given good
arguments for doing so. Rep. Joe Harrison of Napoleonville, who led the
charge to eliminate the agency's funding when the bill came before the
House Appropriations Committee, claimed that it is "pretty much
redundant'' and that other law enforcement agencies can take on the
inspector general's tasks.
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But the truth is, the state inspector general is the sole agency that is
dedicated to finding wrongdoing in the state's executive branch. Rafael
Goyeneche, president of the Metropolitan Crime Commission, pointed out
that other agencies cited by Rep. Harrison have backlogs of cases to
pursue. "Eliminating the inspector general would have a chilling impact,''
Mr. Goyeneche said.

The office has been successful in ferreting out waste and in conducting
investigations that have led to indictments and convictions.

If Louisiana didn't have an inspector general, this state might still be wasting money on non-
refundable airfares that were never used. The inspector general found almost $230,000 wasted in
that manner. Jefferson Parish public school system workers might still be exceeding overtime limits
-- a $400,000 discovery by the IG. And the $1.6 million that was stolen from a police retirement
system might never have been noticed.

In the 2010-11 fiscal year alone, the state inspector general found $3.2 million in fraud and
waste, which was almost twice its budget for that year.

The state will hardly be saving money by defunding this office, and lawmakers should be ready to
explain to their constituents why they think a watchdog is unnecessary.

Eliminating the inspector general also would send the message that Louisiana isn't committed to
cleaning up corruption. That's not a very smart way to lure business and industry to this state.
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dicemancometh May 22, 2012 at 8:56AM

Follow

i wonder when the media will quit being intimidated by Jindal and print the truth--he is the
most cunning, power hungry, coniving, RUTHLESS, to all who oppose him, politician this state
has ever had.

Alphalfa May 22, 2012 at 9:16AM

Follow

ok, this office does some good. but we have 3 or 4 other "inspector" offices that do or should
overlap. Why didn't the TP suggest which we should consolidate. Everyone is suddenly big on
keeping everything the same. we can't afford it.

Live504 May 22, 2012 at 9:59AM

Follow

@Alphaalfa What other "inspector offices" are you referring to and if they are essentially
serving the same purpose why was it this particular inspector general that has pointed out the
problems listed in the article? I'm from the school of thought that cutting the office would send
the wrong message to everyone about how serious Louisiana is about turning the tide of
corruption in the city. That would be pennies smart but dollar foolish.

I. May Adler May 22, 2012 at 11:10AM

Follow

Interesting how this comes out - pulling funding for the Inspector General's Office - not too
long after the investigation into Fire Marshal Butch Browning.

Though the office was obviously forced to state there was no factual evidence of wrongdoing by
Browning (undoubtedly an utter fabrication – weren't the photos posted in every news outlet
covering the mess showing Butch Browning wearing military medals he never earned?), one has
to wonder if Jindal is retaliating against them because if all that Browning did while in office
were to come out, Jindal's neck would be on the line; not only because he appointed him but
because he would have to have been aware of the abuses for years and would now be actively
complicit in helping to cover it all up.

Of course this is all my own personal opinion and speculation, but if anyone wants a good story
- and isn't afraid, as most local media appears to be, to write the truth about Jindal and what
happened with Fire Marshal Butch Browning and see if there is a connection with pulling
funding from the IG - I would suggest they look further into all of this. I'd be willing to bet the
truth is out there.

Bonnabelle May 22, 2012 at 5:22PM

Follow

THIS IS FROM AN EMAIL I RECEIVED TODAY FROM JEFFERSON PARISH PRESIDENT JOHN
YOUNG. IT IS VERY INFORMATIVE ABOUT THIS SUBJECT.

Throughout the United States, Louisiana suffers the reputation of being a politically corrupt
state and for decades has been plagued by a debilitating culture of corruption. Kickbacks,
contracts awarded to high-dollar political contributors, brother-in-law deals and payroll fraud
are among the forms of corruption we often hear about at every level of government. All this
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comes at the expense of thousands of valuable jobs and numerous economic opportunities lost
for Louisiana and its citizens. Fed up with endless news reports of government corruption,
waste and inefficiency, the citizens of Jefferson Parish gave a definitive answer to the dilemma
when they voted last October to create and fund the parish's independent Office of Inspector
General and its supervisory board, the Ethics and Compliance Commission. 

It is the responsibility solely of the commission to recruit and hire the parish's first-ever
Inspector General. Nominated by a local college or university, each commissioner was appointed
based on her/his qualifications, background, integrity and commitment to serve the public. The
commission members, Warren R. Bourgeios M.D., William P. Chauvin, Maria E. Cisneros, Kyle T.
Marks and Carroll W. Suggs, will conduct a nationwide search for an Inspector General. Their
effort is particularly important at this time as the state Legislature considers de-funding
Louisiana’s Inspector General’s office. If this appropriation is eliminated, the state Inspector
General must shutter his operations, which will re-open the door to waste, fraud, abuse and
misappropriation of your tax dollars.

First established in 1988, the state Inspector General’s office currently has an annual operating
budget of $1.7 million. According to its report for fiscal years 2010-11 and 2011-12, the
Inspector General's office recovered $4,427,145 in misappropriated goods and services. The
cost of maintaining the IG’s office is dwarfed by the dollars it has recovered or saved from
being wasted or stolen. We cannot sit on the sidelines and expect our state government to be
run at maximum effectiveness without this watchdog agency. Please join me in urging our
Legislators to stand with us in the battle against corruption by providing sufficient funding to
the state Inspector General’s office. Not funding this agency is a step backwards and sends the
wrong message to businesses looking to expand or re-locate in Louisiana.

Now in my second year as Parish President, meaningful reforms to the operation of parish
government continue to be developed and put into place. We have shown that straightforward
principles of accountability and transparency are cost-efficient, easily understood, and to be
expected throughout parish government service. Effective reform measures must dominate to
eradicate Louisiana’s culture of corruption if we ever are to restore and preserve the public's
confidence and trust in their government. Essential to maintaining this positive momentum is
your active support of those agencies, such as the state's and parish's Inspector General's
offices, whose key responsibility is to hold our public officials accountable for their actions.

Let’s not rest until Louisiana's reputation is that of being a state where businesses thrive,
economic opportunities abound and political corruption is abhorred. Only then will Louisiana
truly be the best place to live, work and raise a family.

SayHeyRay May 23, 2012 at 11:21AM

Follow

Typical ploy by One Little Indian, who has proven himself to interested in one thing: His future.
This all part of his transparency. He is useless to the citizens.
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